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Board of Directors

Thank you to our Board of Directors who give
generously of their time and efforts to help the
children, youth, and families served or supported
by the FACS Niagara Foundation:

President: Caroline Polgrabia

Vice President: Chris Accursi

Treasurer: Yar Diduch

Secretary: Sheryl Matthews

Past-President: Darlene McDowell

Anna Bozza (FACS Niagara Executive Director)
Rhianon Burkholder

Dr. Lorraine Jensen

Richard Madume

Sean Worthington (FACS Niagara Board Liaison)

facsniagarafoundation.org

Welcome

Year after year, we are amazed by the immense generosity
shown by our community towards the children, youth, and
families we support through the FACS Niagara Foundation.
Thank you for the important role you play in helping us
improve the lives of those we serve each day.

Your generosity has been so needed over the past year as
our community continues to recover from the effects of the
pandemic. Our kids have needed the social outlet and activity
of summer camp, and our young people were excited to get
back to in-person learning at post-secondary thanks to grants
provided by donors like you. The financial toll of the pandemic
meant that more families needed a little extra help this year
providing toys for their children over the holidays.

In 2022 we were happy to finally be able to begin coming back
to in-person events and reconnecting with our community.

We marked this exciting time by holding our first annual
Mountainview LemonAID Day on Sunday, June 12. The event
was a true demonstration of ‘kids helping kids’, as children

and their families from across Niagara set up 100 lemonade
stands to raise money to send kids served by FACS to summer
camp. We can’t wait to see you all at this year’s event on
Saturday, June 10, 2023!

We are grateful for our community members who continue

to support our postsecondary educational grant program for
youth raised in the care of the Society. Donor-funded grants
turn the conversation with youth from ‘if you go to post-
secondary’ to ‘when you go to post-secondary’. It not only
provides them with much-needed financial support, but a boost
of self-confidence knowing that someone they’ve never met
before believes in them enough support their dreams.

Whether you made a financial donation, or dropped off items
such as toys, clothing, gift cards, or blankets, you’ve brought
joy to our children while helping our families through their most
challenging times. We appreciate each and every one of you.
Thank you for believing in our children, youth, and families as
much as we do.

Caroline Polyrabia
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ADOPT-A-YOUTH HOLIDAY PROGRAM

people aged 15 years and over living in foster or group home care. Through the Adopt-a-Youth

program, sponsors in our community are ‘matched’ with a young person living in care. Both parties

benefit, as our sponsors experience the delight of helping someone in their community enjoy a happy Ygglﬁ,ﬁg%ﬁgﬁ;ﬁg&g?}'
holiday season, and our youth feel the joy of opening gifts. Thank you to all our wonderful families, IN 2022

friends, and local businesses who sponsored youth in 2022!

Every year, generous donors in our community come together to make the holidays bright for young 70

MAKING THE HOLIDAYS BRIGHT A HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

. , ) . FOR TEENS AND YOUNG ADULTS
Every child deserves to experience the magic of the holiday season.

This year, and every year, that magic is created by you, our incredible Many young people served by FACS Niagara tell us they value the
donors. Thank you to everyone who donated toys, stocking stuffers, gift connection to their extended family at the agency, especially around the
cards, or money to make the 2022 holiday season special for the children holidays. That’s why we started Home for the Holidays over ten years ago
and young adults we serve. — to provide our young people with a place to ‘come home’ for each major
holiday. In December 2022, we welcomed home over 60 young people for
a warm turkey dinner, served by our staff, and good cheer and gifts. All of
this was only made possible thanks to the generosity of you, our donors.

.

Welland McMaster
Family Health Te:

CHILDREN IN
130 FAMILIES W
RECEIVED GIFTS e LA Sy s

Top: Donors from Meridian OneCap. Bottom left: Donations from Welland McMaster Family Health Team Left to right: Home for the Holidays turkey dinner event.
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Advancing Education
& Career Dreams

“FACS never leaves me hanging when it comes to
my education. | have a tutor and an academic
advisor who helps me with everything related to
school. | actually see him more than some of my
closest friends. He is so nice | almost think of him
like a cool step dad. He talks about the struggles
he had in school and how to rise above and not
settle with being average.

I am currently a medical sciences student at Brock
University and let me tell you, my program is tough
but it is satisfying at the same time. | hope to finish
my program and get into medical school. All the
help I am getting from FACS is what keeps me
going. | really appreciate it.”

— Karim

facsniagarafoundation.org

Like our wonderful donors, FACS Niagara knows that a post-secondary
education is among the best predictors of better life outcomes. That’s
why we do our best to provide young people with the wrap-around
supports they need to be successful. As any college or university student
will tell you, the most important support they can receive, is financial
support. Financial support in the form of a donor-funded educational
grant, turns the dream of attending postsecondary, into a reality.

Most importantly, it is a vote of confidence in our young people and

their limitless potential.

$2,000

VALUE OF EACH YOUTH IN CARE
DONOR-FUNDED WHO RECEIVED
EDUCATIONAL GRANT GRANTS IN 2022

30 ATTENDING
COLLEGE

1 ATTENDING
UNIVERSITY IN PROGRAMS
OR TRADES

EDUCATIONA

A few of our educational grant recipients...

Kelsey P. Kelsey is in her final year of studying Social Work with a
major in Social Development Studies at the University of Waterloo.
Upon graduation she hopes to work with youth involved in the criminal
justice system. Kelsey says that as a single mother the FACS bursary is
very helpful to achieving her goals.

Isaac M. Isaac graduated from the Plumbing Techniques course at
Mohawk College in 2022. Isaac is motivated to do well and achieved
an average of over 80% in each of his classes. He is currently on a work
placement and then will return to complete his studies toward his goal
of becoming a plumber.

Caden L. Caden is in his third year at the University of British Columbia
in Visual Arts and Philosophy Studies. Caden is a gifted artist and
devotes himself to the subject both in and out of school. He has

a strong and passionate connection to his indigenous heritage,

and recently designed his Band’s logo.

Kayla B. Kayla is in the pre-Health Sciences program at Niagara
College with plans to become a Dental Hygienist. Kayla experienced
many challenges as a teenager but realized with maturity that she
would need an education to get where she wanted in life. While working
at two jobs and supporting herself to live independently, she completed
her high school diploma as an adult after recognizing it’s never too late
to get an education. Her worker states that Kayla is most appreciative
of the support she has received from FACS and donors.

FACS NIAGARA FOUNDATION 2022 REPORT TO DONORS 9
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SUMMER

Every child deserves to experience the fun of
summer camp! Not only is camp an essential
childhood experience, but it’s also a chance to
make new friends, develop social skills, and get
active. We believe that children served by FACS
deserve the chance to have summer fun as much
as any other child. Thanks to the generosity of
our donors, over 400 kids had a summer camp
experience in 2022.

facsniagarafoundation.org

CHILDREN WHO HAD 4
SUMMER CAMP EXPERIENC
\N 2022, INCLUDING; ' CE

ATTENDING
WEEK-LONG
DAY
CAMPS

CAMPING o »
WITH
FOSTER
PARENTS

OUTSIDE
®®® THE REGION

OVERNIGHT
A CAMPS

RECEIVING
A SPECIAL
CAMP AT
HOME BASKET

'ﬂ'.lEIS HELPING KIDS

LEMONADE %3'

MOUNTAINVIEW LEMONAID DAY

FACS Niagara Foundation’s inaugural Mountainview LemonAID Day
took place on June 12, 2022. It was a fun, family day that gave children
and families from across the region the opportunity to set up their own
stand to sell lemonade and donate the proceeds to FACS Niagara
Foundation to send kids to summer camp.

The event had some sweet results for children in Niagara. The kids
helping kids event raised more than $85,000 from 100 lemonade
stands to provide kids in Niagara with the opportunity to make
wonderful childhood memories through summer camp.

Mountainview LemonAID Day 2023 will be held on June 10th, 2023!
Stay tuned on our website for more information.

™ e Baio, LEMONADE M
-~ 2 l_
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ERNA & JACK MCBRIDE MEMORIAL FUND

The Erna and Jack McBride Memorial Fund was established in
2021 through the estate of Erna McBride, and her son, David
McBride. Married for 57 years, Erna and Jack were active
members of the Niagara community. They were committed

to their faith and to helping those less fortunate at home and
abroad. In recognition of the support Erna had received during
her childhood, the family made a $100,000 bequest to FACS
Niagara Foundation to support former youth in care pursuing
their dreams of a postsecondary education.

“Our family made this investment in education assistance
because of the positive impact it has on the future success
of our young people” — David McBride

Our sincere appreciation to the McBride family for their
investment in our young people’s futures.

facsniagarafoundation.org

youth, adults and familles, 2

OURVISION: A community where children, youth, adults and
Families achieve thelr full potential In 3 safe environment,

Chris Rupp from Wise Guys Charity and Carly from FACS.

WISE GUYS CHARITY

We are grateful to Wise Guys Charity for a
generous $10,000 donation in support of

our New Outlooks and Beginnings Program
which prepares young people in foster care

for independent living. The program provides
youth with training in life skills such as banking,
budgeting, filing taxes, shopping for groceries
and cooking, as well as goal setting and crisis
management. With Wise Guy’s support, our
New Outlooks and Beginnings team will be able
to provide age-appropriate support to young
people over the age of 21, an age when they
would typically age out of foster care. Supports
will include employment readiness assessment,
financial management training, housing and
rental support, and mental health services.
Thank you, Wise Guys!

OURMISSION: To protect, support and feengthen
the Ivers of childeen, youth, adidits and familles.

OURVISION: A community whiere children, yourth, pdults and
Wity achheve Sheir full potenalal in a sale envirmnenent.

.3
FACS

BELL LET’S TALK COMMUNITY FUND

Thanks to the Bell Let’s Talk Community Fund
for a generous gift of $20,000 to support trauma-
informed training for caregivers of children and
youth who have experienced abuse, neglect, or
family separation. This donation allowed FACS
Niagara to train hundreds of foster, adoptive,
kinship caregivers and volunteers in strategies,
supports, and education about trauma to use
with children and adolescents in their care. Bell’s
support of this important initiative will lead to
stronger, more nurturing relationships between
children and caregivers, and greater stability for
children, increasing their chances of healing and
positive life outcomes. Thank you, Bell!

FACS Niagara’s updated life skills room.

RANKIN CONSTRUCTION

A generous gift of $25,000 from Rankin
Construction allowed FACS Niagara to make
much-needed updates to one of our life skills
training rooms. Our life skills training rooms

are used six days a week including training for
new child protection workers and foster and
adoptive parents, life skills training for young
people aging out of foster care, Youth Advisory
Council meetings, and foster and kinship support
programs, to name a few. With support from
Rankin Construction, we were able to update the
room’s kitchen, laundry facilities, and reimagine
the entire space to create a family-friendly,
welcoming environment for all. Thank you,
Rankin Construction!
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HOW YOUR DONATIONS WERE SPENT

m $94,000

POST SECONDARY
EDUCATION GRANTS

H $29,000

SUPPORTING YOUTH
TOWARDS SUCCESS
& INDEPENDENCE

m $2,000

PROJECT NOAH

SENDING
KIDS TO CAMP

m $18,000

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT/
OTHER

m $1,000

SERVICE EXCELLENCE

$198,000 rora

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING DONORS WHO DONATED $100 OR MORE IN 2022:

1422355 Ontario Inc

Chris Accursi

ACK Architects Studio Inc.
Vanessa Agbonwaneten
Ahlstedt Homes Ltd.
Alessandro Salon

Alex Hill Re/Max Escarpment
Anco Chemicals Inc

Aty Anker

Patricia Anthony

Patricia Atherton

Dave Augustyn

Michelle Barber

Michelle Basciano

Mary Basciano

Mark Basciano

Baycoat

Kevin Beamer

Paul and Kathleen Beeston
William Bench

Lora Berg

Johanna Bevington

John Black

Blankets for Canada

BLD (OSG) Covenant
Community of St. Catharines
Bosch Rexroth Canada Corp
Jim Bradley

Brand Blivd

Bromac Construction Inc.
Gregory Brooks

David and Cathie Browning
Bianca Bruzzese

Kathleen Campagna

Jim and Christine Campbell
Elizabeth Campion

Canada Steamship Lines Group
Canadian Medical Foundation
Canadian Tire Financial Services
Judith Carroll

Dana S. Caverly

Children’s Health Unit (Niagara
Health St. Catharines Site)
Chip ‘N Charlie’s Bar & Eatery
Sara Chirico

Frank Christie

CIBC Real Estate

Finance Division

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Cicci
Jenn Cipriano

lone Clapham

Aaron Clark

Club Richelieu

Rocco Colamartini

Nick Colamartini

Commercial Cleaning Services

Community Care of

West Niagara

Michael Connolly

Tim Coons

Cheryl Coplen

Cotton Inc.

Dana Coughlin

Barbara Criveller Pingue
George Cryderman
CUPE Local 1263

CUPE Local 2328

Karen Davies

Krista Davis

Mark Davis

Carol DeGiuli

DeMan Global Corporation
David Demoe

Dorraine Dickinson
Stephanie Dodd

Ryan Doell

Helen Doucette

Dr Karim F Ali Medicine
Professional Corporation.
Kiriacos Dritsacos

Ann Droganes

Brian W. Eckhardt
Karolyn Edwards
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Nancy Erb

Faith Rebekah Lodge #84
Dyck Family

Family & Children’s
Services Niagara
Caroline and Robin Fancott
Julia Felice

Fen Industrial Inc
Fenwick United Church
Hilda Finlayson

Gisele Fleury-Fournier
Fluency Digital Agency
Michael Flus

Fonthill Lionettes Club

Jill Foote

Connie Ford
Tonya Foreman

Fort Erie Omettes Ladies
Club Inc.

Brenda Fraser

Don Fretz

Dorothy Fryer

G.L. Hawk Inc.
Angie Geiss

Gentle Hands Dental Hygiene
Elizabeth Gervasio
Allison Goode

Sharon Grant

Scott Hadley

Vallary Halladay

Justin Hallett

Alice Hanna

Dr. Stephen Hartman

J. Robert Henderson

Jim and Leona Henry
Kimberly Hepburn

Steven Hetherington

Ben Higgins

Jacob Hildebrand
Hodgson Custom Rolling
Ron & Donna Hogan

Mr. and Mrs. Rod Hollick
Holy Trinity Anglican Church
Christine Iggulden

Lui Ingribelli

Liz Isaak

Lauren Ivanchuck

Nolte James

Sandra Jeanneret

Lorraine Jensen

M. June Jobson

David Jones

Kelly Jones
Jungbunzlauer Canada Inc.
Anne M. Kemp

Kemp Financial Group
Nicole Kennedy

Sue Kicul

Kingsway 5 Pin Bowlers
Kinsmen Club of
Niagara-on-the-Lake

Kirk on the Hill
Presbyterian Church
Knights of Columbus 1652
(Niagara Falls)

Tonya Kornelsen
Edeltrudy Kraker

Donna Laidlaw

Lancaster Brooks & Welch LLP
Suzanne Lanthier
Johanne Laporte

Joan Larocque

Elin Lawrence

Janet Leferink

Bernadette Lemay

Marion Lichty
Jayme-Lynn Lilley

Linwell Gardens

Losani Family Foundation Fund
Duncan and Judy Macfarlane
Andrea Marincic

Erin Marshall

Kristen Martin

Dr. J. Marull Professional

Corporation

Theresa Mason

Masters Insurance Ltd.
Segal Mattia Medical
Corporation

May Court Club of

St. Catharines

Stuart Mccormack

Darlene and Paul McDowell
John B. McKenzie

John & Patti Mckenzie
Daniela McNamara

Medsup Medical

Leslie Memme

Meridian Credit Union

Ann Milani

B.T. Minard

Andrea Monaghan

Jenny Montemarano

Sherrie Moore

Megan Morningstar

Dawn Moughtin
Mountainview Homes

Kim Mumby
MyTributeGift.org

Nancy'’s Fibre Art Shop
Nelephant Montessori School
New Life Church

Newman Bros. Limited
Niagara Community Foundation
Niagara Greek Festival
Niagara Region Adult

Day Program

Niagara Region Police
Association Charitable Fund
Jillian Nixon

Patricia O’Brien

Kathleen O’Flaherty

Ololade Law Office

Ontario Power Generation Inc -
Corporate Citizenship Program
Ontario Secondary School
Teachers’ Federation

Outlet Collection at Niagara
Kaila Palmer

Zosimo Panganiban

Frank Parkhouse

Shannon Passero

Sonja Patterson

Lorraine Penner

Richard Perng

Frank Pescatore

Paulo Pessoa

Danielle Petricone-Westwood
Petsmart

Bev & Lou Polgrabia

Port Dalhousie Lions Club
Power Aid Electric
Shannon Prentice
Private Giving Foundation
Eva Przyk
Quinn Wealth Management
Betty Ralph
RBC Dominion Securities
RBC Foundation
Sandy Richardson
Jennifer Rigby
Richard and Barbara Rigby
Heather Ritchie
Jean Rittenhouse
Jesse Robbins
Derek Roberts
Line Rocheleau
Dr. & Mrs. J.M. Rosloski
Rotary Club of St. Catharines
South
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 612
Estate of Thomas
George Russell
Josie Sacco
Grier Salter
Sam Visca Electric
Michelle Sault
David Sault
Christine Sauriol-Bruce
Save Max Success Realty
(Mohsin and Sid)
Wayne Scholman
Anita Scholman
Shawn Secord
Securite File Storage
Janet Shail
David Shapiro
Shell E&P Co
Henk Sikking
Peter Sikking
Silverline Group Inc.
Mark Simpson
Lori Singleton
Margaret Slack
David Slaine
Darrell Smart
Julia Smedema
Pat Smith
Megan Sneider
Elton Solomon
Susanne Splawinski
Helen Staal
Fred Stark
David and Sonia Stevenson
Mildred E. Stobart

Greg Stoddart

Anthony Stracuzzi
Strategem/C Me Direct Inc.
Suda and Maleszyk Surveying
Mike Taylor

Jonathan Taylor

Doreen Taylor

Joseph Tetreault

Dave Teutenberg
Teutenberg CPA Professional
Corporation

The Joyce Family Foundation
The Larocque Group

The Lions Club of Merriton
The North Pelham/
Kirk-on-the-Hill/

Rockway Womens Missiorary
The Ontario Paper Thorold
Foundation

The Regional Municipality
of Niagara

The Royal Trust Corporation
Stephanie Thomson

Janice Thomson

Grossi Tile

David Tonin

Justin Toth

Daniel Trainor

Anne Tucker

Mike Veldhuizen

Leo and Frances Versluis
Sharon Verticchio

Dominic Verticchio
Rockway Vineyards

Anthony Vizzari

Adriana Vizzari

Andrew Walker

Walker Industries Holdings LTD
- Thorold, ON- Health and
Safety Team

Kelly Wawrychuk

Robin Weir

Manuela Welch

Welland McMaster Family
Health Team

Whiteline Architects Inc.

Jonathan & Rachel Whyte
Sally Whyte

Dave Willer

Sheila Willet

Lois Wills

Barbara Yeilding
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