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Generous Support of FACS Niagara’s Work Amid COVID-19
The health and well-being of the
children, youth and families served
by Family & Children’s Services
Niagara, and of FACS staff, caregivers, partners, donors and the
broader community remained among
the Foundation’s primary concerns as
the COVID-19 pandemic spread.
During 2020, FACS Niagara and the
FACS Niagara Foundation closely
followed public health guidelines.
Some actions included infection
prevention strategies like physical
distancing (like working and meeting
remotely), screening measures and
limiting the number of people in
facilities, the use of masks and other
personal protective equipment, and
increasing the cleaning and sanitizing
of facilities.
As you will see in this report, as our
fundraising focus changed, generous
donors responded to the changing
needs. The Foundation helped raise
funds to directly support the basic
needs of children, youth, and

families in the extended care and
support of FACS Niagara. The
Foundation also re-imagined
fundraising initiatives — like summer
camps / activities for kids and our
annual FACS Niagara Charity gala.
Your support helped protect and
improve the lives of thousands of
children and youth, and strengthen
thousands of families. Thank you!

Keeping Kids Safe
We appreciate the generosity of the
Wise Guys Charity Fund (above) for
$10,000, the George Lunan Foundation
for $5,000, and Halwell Mutual Insurance
for $6,000! FACS Niagara used these gifts
for new car seat sets so Foster parents,
Kin, and volunteers can safely transport
infants and children to parent visits,
appointments, and activities. Halwell’s
gift also added six infant change tables to
the FACS Niagara Falls facility.

Bertie & Clinton Mutual Helps Renew Lifeskills Room
Thanks Bertie & Clinton Mutual Insurance for donating $20,000 to help renew the
Life Skills Training room at the FACS St. Catharines facility. Used constantly prior to
the pandemic, the room is the hub for group programming, training, counselling and
therapies, meetings, and access visits for children in care, youth, Foster Parents,
potential adoptive parents, volunteers, and staff.

Photo: John Dekker, BCM Board Chair, and Anna Bozza, FACS Niagara Executive Director.

Former Adopted Child Donates 240,000 Masks
Adopted more than 40-years ago, a
donor who would like to remain
anonymous gave a huge gift to help
other children, youth, and families.

Chris Bittle, MP St. Catharines (left),
& Shane Johnston, Canadian Red
Cross, present Anna Bozza,
FACS Niagara Executive Director,
with 18,000 PPE Kits containing masks
and gloves in September 2020.

The donor is a former child in care
of FACS Niagara who was adopted in
the late 1970s. The donor arranged
for a gift-in-kind donation of four
skids of 60,000 masks each — two
skids of adult masks and two skids of
masks for children — in December
2020. The value of the generous
donation was more than $45,000.
“FACS Niagara found me the most
incredible parents and sister a child
could ask for,” said the donor.
“Being in a position to give back to
that organization is immensely

rewarding but does not even scratch
the surface of my gratitude.”
The donor also stated, “Everyone at
FACS does very important work at the
best of times… I can’t imagine how
difficult the extra layer of caution,
stress and uncertainty has added to
your task.”
“We are so grateful for this amazing
donation to help keep kids and
families safe during the pandemic,”
said Anna Bozza, FACS Executive
Director. “And it’s heartening that a
former child in our care and who was
adopted, came forward to donate
these masks. His gift will help
hundreds of others who are now
receiving help and support of FACS
Niagara!”

Protecting, supporting and strengthening the lives of children, youth, adults and families.

COVID-19 Emergency Support
While the COVID-19 pandemic raged
in 2020, the vulnerable children,
youth and families served by FACS
Niagara risked becoming sick and
even more overwhelmed.
Our families found it increasingly
difficult to meet even their basic
needs. That’s why we appreciate the
generosity of the community in
helping to ensure vulnerable families
and youth had what they needed to
make it through the crisis.
Thanks especially to the Children’s
Aid Foundation of Canada for
donating funds that helped more
than 135 families! Others — including
Ontario Power Generation, the
Goodman Family Foundation, CUPE
Local 2328, and Fabtech — provided
basic needs for another 50 families.

Thank You
Emergency Appeal
Donors!
Children’s Aid Foundation
of Canada
Ontario Power Generation
United Way of Niagara*
Morris & Rosalind Goodman
Family Foundation
CUPE Local 2328
Fabtech Manufacturing
And many others!

Gifts in Kind
Anonymous Donor

(240,000 MedSup Masks)

Tim Hortons Smile Cookies
Help One Smile at a Time!

Red Cross of Canada
(18,000 PPE Kits*)

Niagara Fallsview Casino

(tons of fresh & frozen food)

*Federal Government’s
Emergency Community
Support Funds

Donors also helped youth raised in
care — especially important since
they have no family to turn to.
Thanks again to the Children’s Aid
Foundation of Canada for providing
COVID funding for the 37 youth
attending College or University. We
also appreciate the United Way of
Niagara for allocating Federal
Government COVID funds for youth
as part of “Home for the Holidays.”
Thanks to the Canadian Red Cross
for a half-ton of mask and glove kits
which kept FACS staff safe during
child welfare visits and in-person
family visits. Part of the Federal
Government’s COVID-19 Emergency
Support, the kits protected staff
when PPE was very difficult and
expensive to secure and prior to the
Provincial Government protecting
children’s aid society workers.

Kim Donates for Each
Property Sold!
Kim Robinson, RE/MAX Welland
real estate agent, donates to the
FACS Niagara Foundation for each
property she sells.
With a hot real estate market and
successful business, Kim donated
$5,000 in 2020! Thank you, Kim!
Below, Kim is thanked by Chris
Accursi, Foundation Board
Secretary, for the first installment
of her support of “Summer Smiles”
camps, Education Grants, and
“Home for the Holidays.”

We are so grateful that FACS Niagara
received the proceeds from the annual
Tim Hortons Smile Cookie campaign.
Thank you to the generous owners and
staff from the 20 Tim Hortons restaurants
in St. Catharines & Thorold who baked,
decorated, and sold the cookies. We
deeply appreciate the fabulous
customers who purchased and enjoyed
the cookies from September 14 to 20!
Special thanks to our celebrity guest
Smile Cookie decorators, including
Police Chief Bryan MacCulloch; Thorold
City Councillor Ken Sentence;
Jeff Burch, MPP Niagara Centre;
Jennie Stevens, MPP St. Catharines;
Chris Bittle, MP St. Catharines;
Vance Badawey, MP Niagara Centre; &
Kim Kane, CUPE Local 2328 President.
While a bit messy at times, we thank you
for supporting the work of FACS Niagara!
All these efforts helped raise
$29,869.03 for “Summer
Smile” camps, Education
Grants, and “Home for the
Holidays” events in 2021.
Thank you for helping
children and youth one smile
at a time!

We also appreciate each donor who
gave gift cards, homemade masks,
fresh and frozen foods, and financial
supports. You helped keep youth and
kids safe and families strong during
these unprecedented times.

Check out our
new website !
Scan this code
with your mobile
device or go to
this address.
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37 Education Grants in 2020 Advance Education & Career Dreams
At the Annual General Meeting in
June 2020, FACS Niagara recognized
and honoured 37 youth in extended
care with financial assistance for the
upcoming 2020-21 school year.
FACS also congratulated seven (7) of
the 2019 education grant recipients
for graduating from their programs.
This stands as a huge achievement
for youth in the extended care of any
Children’s Aid Society!
Of the 37 students this past year,
twenty-nine (29) or 78% are following
their dreams at College, and eight
(8) or 22% at University. This includes
one student who is taking her
Masters in Public Health.
Programs of study for these 37 youth
include: biotechnology, business,
construction engineering technology,
criminology and criminal justice law,
culinary arts, digital media,
electrician, environmental science,
kinesiology, mechanical techniques,
medical science, police foundations,
social development studies, sports
management, pharmacy technician,
among others.
Of note, 18 (or 49%) of the youth are
studying in helping or care-related
professions. Not only does this stand
as a testament to our youth’s
interest in making the world a better
place, but also to the generosity of
the community in supporting youth
who want to help others.

Ione & Robert Unsworth, 2011

Robert & Ione Unsworth Endowment Fund
To assist youth in care like they had received help themselves, Ione Unsworth
established the Robert Unsworth Memorial Education Grant five-years after his
passing in 2015 to support youth pursuing post-secondary training and education.
Since Robert worked as a master wood craftsman, Ione specifically supported
two youth pursuing their post-secondary dreams in the arts, crafts, or trades.
Because of their ongoing care and concern for vulnerable children and youth and
their desire to help improve their futures, Ione has pledged to donate annually
toward these memorial grants.
Ione also made a bequest of their estate to establish the Robert & Ione Unsworth
Endowment Fund. Once established, this fund will continue in perpetuity and the
earned interest will support youth in the extended care of FACS Niagara to
pursue post-secondary training and education in the arts, crafts, or trades.
The Foundation deeply appreciates Ione’s generosity and commitment. These
ongoing gifts will inspire youth in the extended care of FACS Niagara forever!

Thank You 2020
Education Grant Donors!
Joyce Family Foundation
Children’s Aid Foundation
of Canada

Thanks to very generous donors,
FACS Niagara provides $2,000 per
university / college student per year.

Catherine & Maxwell
Meighen Foundation

The COVID-19 pandemic dramatically
impacted our students this year,
including the lack of summer or parttime employment, additional costs
for virtual learning, and extra health
and safety costs. Thanks to a grant
from the Children’s Aid Foundation
of Canada, FACS provided increased
financial support per student to help
overcome COVID-19 related impacts.

Ione Unsworth

We appreciate donors supporting
education. You have helped enable
our youth to pursue their passions
and brightened their futures!

Words to Inspire Youth
Bob and I believe that failure does not
mean the end of a dream.
Believe in yourself. Don’t believe
everything someone says about you.
When faced with a challenge, don’t be
afraid.
You are more resilient than you know.
Keep trying and keep working toward
your goals.
Ione Unsworth, 2020

Judith MacCarthy
Judith Carroll
Ontario Paper Thorold Foundation
May Court Club of St. Catharines
Hildebrand Lehn Family Fund
Kim Robinson
Bosch Rexroth Canada
Alice Downie-Bacon Education Fund
Anonymous Donor
And many others!

For more information, go to:
www.facsniagarafoundation.org/how
-you-can-help/education/
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Gifts of Hope for the Holidays
Hundreds from the broader community
donated toys, gift cards, and items to
children and youth in the care of FACS
Niagara this past Holiday Season. These
gifts helped make the holidays special for
233 children in 114 families who were
facing hardships during what should be a
joyful time of year.
Generous donors “adopted” 57 youth
raised in care, showering them with
food, housewares, and seasonal gifts.
Thanks as well to the financial donors
who helped provide “Home for the
Holidays” gift packages — including a
pillow, chocolates, donated masks, and
gifts cards for a Holiday Dinner and
other personal gifts — to 50 youth.

Summer Smiles at Home, 2020
Because early COVID precautions
cancelled overnight camps and most
day camps, FACS Niagara developed
“Summer Smiles at Home” to try to
emulate the annual camp experience
for children and youth in extended
care of the Children’s Aid Society.

Thanks to the generosity of donors,
FACS Niagara provided 110 children
and youth with “Summer Smiles at
Home” activity baskets to help them
enjoy their summer.
When precautions lifted, FACS
partnered with YMCA of Niagara for
COVID-safe, week-long, day camps in
August. Thanks to the generosity of
donors, 65 children experienced
these wonderful outdoor camps in
St. Catharines and in Niagara Falls.
Thanks so much to the generous
donors who helped give children and
youth supported by FACS Niagara
“Summer Smiles” in 2020!

Summer Smiles Impact

We appreciate our sponsors, including:
Rinaldi Homes, Commercial Cleaning
Services, IG Wealth Management,
Assante Capital Management,
Durward Jones Barkwell, CI Investments,
Furniture Gallery, and others.

“It has been a relief to have them be
outside with other kids and be active
during this pandemic.”

Thanks for the generous support of donors
and sponsors for raising nearly $20,000 to
support the work of FACS Niagara!

“Everyday she came home positive
and refreshed from all the amazing
experiences and new activities she
encountered, ie: archery, songs.”
“The camp helped make our life feel
sunny and bright for all of us.”
“Camp had a very good impact
especially in this critical time.”
“It was so nice to see them out and
busy and with smiles on their faces.”
“The boys were excited to go to day
camp, it was their first adventure
outside their home.”
“I think it helped her mental health.
Not playing with friends has had a
huge impact on her.”

Board of Directors, 2020
We deeply appreciate the dedication,
and service of the Board of Directors and
staff of the FACS Niagara Foundation:
Darlene McDowell — President
Caroline Polgrabia — Vice-President
Chris Accursi — Secretary
Yar Diduch — Treasurer
Anna Bozza

Thank You for Giving
Summer Smiles!
Commercial Cleaning Services
Anne & Rick Kemp
Niagara Falls Rotary Club

— FACS Niagara Executive Director

Kim Robinson

Nathan Gatt
Heather Henry
David Weeks
Sean Worthington

Niagara Fire Chiefs Association
Kemp Financial Group
The Larocque Group
Paul & Kay Beeston
Mete Wealth Management &
RBC Dominion Securities
Jacob & Katherine Hildebrand
And many others!
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Since we couldn’t provide a high-quality
Gala experience in a virtual way, FACS
Niagara asked previous Charity Gala
sponsors, donors, and guests to support the
Together for Kids “Non-Gala” in late 2020.
The “non-gala” format encouraged
participants to purposefully do something
that would help improve their relationship
with their spouse, children, friends, or
loved ones. Since FACS Niagara’s mission
includes strengthening families, we
encouraged people to enjoy an evening or
afternoon together and then to make a
donation to support our work.

For some children, “Summer Smiles
at Home” meant a play tent and a
sleeping bag for basement or backyard camping. For others, it was
sporting equipment — like for soccer,
baseball, volleyball, basketball, and
badminton — so they could have fun
while improving their skills. Others
received gear for side yard games so
their family or Kin could join in.
Younger children received sidewalk
chalk, bubbles, a small sandbox and
pails, paints, crayons, books and
colouring books that kept them
active and occupied for days.

T♥gether for Kids
“Non-Gala”

Thanks to donors, 65 children enjoyed
COVID-safe YMCA day camps in 2020.

— FACS Niagara Board Liaison

Dave Augustyn — Development Director
Catherine Barkwell
— Foundation Assistant

foundation@facsniagara.on.ca
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