FACS
Niagara
FACS Niagara
Annual Report, 2019
April 2020

$8.7M Raised and Thousands of Children & Youth Supported over 20 Years!
Founded in 1999, last year was the
20th Anniversary for the Niagara
Foundation for Family & Children’s
Services.
And, thanks to the generosity of you
and other donors over those last two
decades, the Foundation raised $8.7
million and supported thousands of
children, youth, and families!
What a milestone! Congratulations
and thank you!
Since the beginning, the FACS
Foundation has raised funds to send
vulnerable kids to camp, to help
youth raised in care attend College
or University with educational
grants, to support urgent family
needs, and to make capital
improvements or build facilities —
like the Shelley MacBain Centre in
Niagara Falls.

Original Letters Patent & Bylaw signed by Patrick Darte, founding President, and
John Zoccoli, founding Secretary-Treasurer, March 1999.

We gratefully appreciate each
generous donor and dedicated
volunteer who contributed so much
to the success of the Foundation this
past year. We also deeply appreciate
the generosity, dedication, and
vision of the thousands of donors and
volunteers who supported the work
of FACS through the Foundation over
the last two decades!
Your support helped protect and
improve the lives of thousands of
children and youth, and strengthen
thousands of families. Thank you!

Some of the 33 youth raised in the care of FACS Niagara who received an Educational
Grant in 2019 showing appreciation to donors.
(l-r) Back: Megan, Connor. Front: Brianna, Natasha, John Paul, Camryn.

Drawing of the Shelley MacBain Centre of Children’s and Family Services in Niagara Falls. Thanks to the McCall MacBain Foundation
and hundreds of generous donors, the capital campaign raised $1.5 million. The Centre officially opened in September 2011.

Protecting, supporting and strengthening the lives of children, youth, adults and families.

33 Educational Grants Awarded in 2019

Elcie’s Graduation Message, 2019

Yet, as the costs for post-secondary
education and training continue to
skyrocket, these youth face financial
obstacles in following their dreams
toward independence.

I would like to extend my gratitude to you
for your financial support which allowed
me to complete my four years of
university and graduate with an Honours
Bachelor of Arts in Human Rights &
Political Science. Without your commitment to support me semester after
semester, I would have lacked necessary
materials which could have affected my
ability to make it through.

That’s why FACS Niagara prioritizes
helping youth to achieve positive
educational outcomes.

All this to say that because of you, a life
has been transformed, and a future has
been secured.

And that’s also why it’s so amazing
that the community comes forward
and generously donates funds to
provide bursaries to our youth in
extended care.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity
to see life from a different perspective
and to imagine a life for myself that is
much bigger than what I imagined five
years ago.

Thanks to this support, the Niagara
Foundation for FACS provides a
grant of up to $2,000 per year to
each of our youth taking training or
going to College or University.

As you continue to do the same for
others, I pray that the source from which
you reached to bless me will never lack.

Research suggests that education and
training are the most critical factors
in assisting youth in care to lead
productive and successful lives.

At the FACS Annual General Meeting
in June, we recognized and honoured
33 youth in extended care with
financial assistance for the 2019-20
school year. Twenty-two are
following their dreams at College,
10 at University, and one is pursuing
additional training.

Elcie graduating from University in
2019 with an Honours BA in Human
Rights & Political Science.

Once again, I thank you for your
significant contribution to my education.
I will be forever grateful.

We deeply appreciate donors
supporting education and training!
You have helped enable our youth to
pursue their passions and to reach
their full potential.
Thanks to you, their future will be so
much brighter!

Thanks Educational
Grant Donors!
The Joyce Family Foundation
Catherine & Maxwell Meighen
Foundation
Great West Life Assurance Company

The Larocque Group
Ontario Paper Thorold Foundation
May Court Club of St. Catharines
Hildebrand Lehn Family Fund
Judith Carroll

Hats & Horses Donates $20,203 to FACS Foundation, 2019
Deep thanks to the organizers, participants and sponsors of the Second Annual
Hats & Horses event at the Meridian Centre in St. Catharines in May 2019.
This event — the largest Kentucky Derby event outside of Churchill Downs —
raises funds to support the work of FACS Niagara and of two other, allied
charities serving children and families.
We appreciate the $20,203 donation in 2019 and look forward to the Third Annual
Hats & Horses celebration scheduled for 1 May 2021!
For details, please see their website:
www.hatsandhorses.ca

Zonta Club of Niagara Falls
Richard Comfort
Alice Downie-Bacon Education Fund
Janie Palmer
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RBC 21st Annual FACS Charity Gala Raises more than $61,000!
Thanks to the generous support of
sponsors, donors, and guests the RBC
21st Annual FACS Niagara Charitable
Gala raised more than $61,000 (net)
— the most ever!
Over the last twenty-one years, the
FACS Gala has raised more than
$785,000 to assist Niagara’s more
vulnerable children, youth, and
families.

The RBC Twenty-First Annual FACS
Charity Gala took place on Friday,
15 November 2019 at the Americana
Conference Resort & Spa, Niagara
Falls. With live entertainment, a
cocktail reception, both Live and
Silent Auctions, Little Luxuries and
Kid’s Art Auction, and a grand Antipasto Buffet and exquisite Dinner,
this black-tie optional charitable
event was an evening to remember!
Bob Cowan, CHCH TV Morning Live
Host, entertained the 300 guests as
Emcee. FACS Niagara launched their
2019-20 video entitled Imagine.
Guests also heard from FACS
Executive Director, Anna Bozza, and
Foundation Directors, Darlene
McDowell and Chris Accursi.
Connor, a member of the FACS Youth
Advisory Committee, thanked donors
and outlined his experiences being
raised in care and supported by the
Foundation for camp experiences,
Home for the Holidays events, and
educational grants.
Dave Meyer, Air Canada pilot, drew
the winning ticket for the Air Canada
Flight and Samsonite Luggage.
The formal part of the evening ended
with a cheque presentation for
$59,700 (net) raised at the event.
(Because of generous donations after
the evening, the Gala raised more
than $61,000!) Thank you all!

Thank You
Gala Sponsors!
Title Sponsor:

RBC
Diamond Sponsor:

Anna Bozza, FACS Executive Director,
Connor, FACS Youth Advisory member,
Chris Rupp, RBC, Title Sponsor,
Darlene McDowell, Foundation President,
and Dave Augustyn, Development Director.
(Photo courtesy Nerses Photo Studio)

Bell
Gold Sponsors:
Air Canada
Americana Conference Resort
Assante Wealth Management
Big Head Wines
Commercial Cleaning Services
Credit Bureau Services Canada
Rinaldi Homes
STORM Hair Group
Silver Sponsors
Beatties
Edward Jones Investments
Chris Bozza
EZ Rock 105.7
Hoyes, Michalos & Associates
IG Wealth Management
Niagara Casinos
And many more!

Check out more Gala photos at:
www.facsniagarafoundation.org/
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Bob Cowan, CHCH TV Morning Live Host,

(905) 937-7731 ext. 3314

Gifts of Hope for the Holidays
Because of the generosity of so many,
the 2019 Holiday Season was a special
time at FACS Niagara.
Generous donors supported 58 youth
raised in care to come “Home for the
Holidays” and to celebrate with each
other, siblings and FACS staff. These
youth also received food, houseware
items, and seasonal gifts.
Hundreds from the broader community
donated toys, gift cards, and items to
children and youth in the care of FACS
Niagara. These gifts helped make the
holidays brighter and special for 452
children in 228 families who were
facing hardships during what should be
a joyful time of year.

This ongoing support means so much to
FACS families during the Holidays!

Summer Smiles for
Thanks to the generosity of donors,
415 children and youth in the care
of and affiliated with Family &
Children’s Services Niagara attended camp this past summer. On behalf of those children, we appreciate your support and generosity!
Summer Camp is ideal because it
encourages growth in all developmental areas including social skills,
physical health, and self-learning.
Camp allows children and youth to
challenge themselves in a new
environment, build friendships, and
improve physical, mental and social
skills.
Because of the community’s
generosity, no matter what a
family’s financial circumstance all
children that wanted to attend camp
had the chance to attend in 2019.
The donor-supported Summer Smiles
program removed barriers like the
cost of registration, the need for
camp supplies, and the availability of
transportation, so that children and
youth could attend and enjoy a
fulfilling week.
Summer Camp also provided children
and youth with the opportunity to
learn new skills, improve existing
skills and participate in new and
exciting experiences in a safe and
age-appropriate setting. Each child
or youth chose from a variety of
camps or programs that met their
interests. This created those
“Summer Smiles”!
Camp helped build resiliency since
campers worked on their social skills
through hands-on experiences. And,
residential camps allowed youth the
chance to develop independently as
they participated in new experiences
— sometimes outside their comfort
zone. They also engaged in
experiential learning in a structured
environment.
Ultimately, sending children and
youth to camp aligns with the FACS
vison of providing a supportive and
safe environment for children.
Because of the Summer Smiles camp
program, children’s and youth’s lives
were forever changed. Thank you!

Thanks Summer Smiles
Donors!
Employees of FACS Niagara
CUPE Local 2328
Anne Kemp
Ontario Power Generation
Rotary Club of Niagara Falls
St. Vincent de Paul Society of
St. Alexander Church
The Larocque Group
Niagara Periodontics

“CAMP IS AWESOME!” wrote Jacob* (age 8)

Edward Kendall
Mike T. Connolly

about his experiences this summer.

Camper Feedback, 2019

Grantham Lions Club
Bosch Rexroth Canada

“My favourite part of camp was being
in the woods.”

Kemp Financial Group
Niagara Slo-Pitch
Hildebrand Lehn Family Fund

“I really enjoyed learning to dance.”
“I felt really connected to God and I feel
like I found my true family.”

Judy Dell
Metroland Media Group
Canadian Tire Bank

“I really enjoyed playing
canoe polo.”
“I learned that seeds dropped from birds
can produce trees.”

100% of the
Board donated
in 2019
Foundation Transfers
to FACS in 2019:

Judith Adamson
And many more!

Foundation Trustees, 2019-20
We deeply appreciation for the dedication,
service, and hard work of the members of
the Board of Trustees of the Niagara
Foundation for Family & Children’s Services.
Thanks, as well, for their generosity — with
100% of the Directors donating in 2019.
Darlene McDowell — President
Caroline Polgrabia — Vice-President
Chris Accursi — Secretary

Summer Smiles:

$60,357

Educational Grants:

$67,286

Yar Diduch — Treasurer

$127,643

Anna Bozza
— FACS Executive Director

For the Foundation’s audited
financial statenents, please call us or
see our website at:
www.facsniagarafoundation.org

Nathan Gatt
Heather Henry
David Weeks
Sean Worthington
— FACS Niagara Board Liaison

*Name changed to protect child’s identity.
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